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Using the Show Me Cards

Show Me cards are used during the Show Me part of the lesson. The questions remind students of prerequisite
concepts or skills or provide a familiar lead-in to the lesson. Students’ responses will help you understand what
to emphasize and how to pace the lesson. In some lessons, the Show Me ritual appears at the end of the lesson to
solidify concepts. The Show Me part of the lesson should last no more than 5 minutes, so you may not use all the
cards available for a lesson.

Students respond to Show Me questions on paper or quick response boards (white boards or other easily erasable
surfaces) without conferring or talking. They hold up their responses so you can visually check answers. Be sure
students write large enough for you to see!

Preparation

These Show Me cards are foldables. Tear out the cards you will use in a lesson. Fold each one on the fold line in the
middle of the page so that the question for students is on one side and the teaching suggestions and answers are
on the other.

Responding to Students

You will want to vary your responses, depending on students’answers. If students:

- All have correct responses, ask one student to explain how he or she got the answer.

- Do not respond, explain the method on the back of the card. The method may be an arithmetic procedure or it
may be a pattern of thought that can lead to the answer for this type of problem.

« All respond incorrectly, ask one student to explain how he or she got the incorrect answer. Then say, The correct
answer is <answer>. Can anyone help us understand why this answer if different? Then, if necessary, say, Here is one
way to solve the problem. Explain the method written on the back of the card.

« Have correct and incorrect responses, you will want to vary your approach for the incorrect answers.

o Approach 1 is the same as if all students answer incorrectly. Ask a student to explain how he or she got the
incorrect answer. Then explain the method on the back of the card as one way to solve the problem.

o Approach 2 is to ask a student with the correct response to explain his or her thinking. Ask others to explain
in his or her own words what the first student said so that everyone understands that reasoning before you
go on.

End the Show Me time after 3-5 minutes, even if students have not completed all the Show Me cards for the lesson.
Ask students to work individually on the Show Me problem that is on the Student Practice page. Allow about

1 minute for this. While the group works, note errors or problems that you noticed and follow up with individuals at
a later time.
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Mrs. Chi buys some

shack

bars. There are 54 snack
bars without nuts and 18
snack bars with nuts. How
many snack bars does

Mrs. Chi buy?
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If 64 cans of tuna are
arranged into 8 equal
rows, how many cans of
tuna are in each row?
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Josh picks 24 fewer
oranges than Anthony.
Anthony picks 53 oranges.
How many oranges does

Josh pick?
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If 42 shirts are to be
packed 6 to a box,
then how many boxes

are needed?
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The flower bed at the park
measures 8 feet long and
3 feet wide. What is the
area of the flower bed?
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